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TIMELESS
DRAMA

“Gorgeous vests, gardens, palaces, princesses, passed before me. I knew not
players. I was in Persepolis for the time... I was awe-struck... it was all en-
chantment and a dream.”

—“My First Play,” Essays of Elia by Charles Lamb
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The 200-year-old Theatre Royal displays

some of the finest Georgian architecture in
Bath.
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Lobby poster of plays, which often appear
for a short run before opening in London’s

West End
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can’t remember exactly when I first visited the Theatre Royal in Bath.

It could have been a Christmas pantomime or an English literature
class trip or a proud grown-up night out with my mother. Yet, the dif-
ferent parts the theater played in my childhood are fresh in memory.
I went on a teenage date and saw The Blues Brothers rock a Victorian
auditorium (we had standing seats, but that didn’t matter, as we danced
the whole time). I whooped through Noel Coward farces and puzzled
through Shakespeare histories. My first alcoholic drink was probably a
surreptitious intermission gin and tonic. At 17 I forgot my own adoles-
cent dramas to watch Dame Diana Rigg in Euripedes’ Medea. I gawped as
she stood center stage, the blood of her murdered children on her hands.
Now, a decade and a half later, I live a 12-hour flight away instead of a
12-minute walk through Bath’s Georgian streets. But I try to visit the
theater each time I go home. And when I do, it’s still the same.
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age in this sumptuous






